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*Beth Shumate began creating art as far back as she can remember— even long 
before she acquired the Shumate addendum to her name. Beth grew up next door to 
her best friend and fellow artist: Billy Bob Beamer. She earned a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts degree from Virginia Commonwealth University, taught art for a few years, 
then a number of years later earned a Master of Social Work degree, also from 
Virginia Commonwealth University. Beth continues with a private practice in 
clinical social work, while also re-emerging as a nationally recognized artist. She 
has always brought her creative spirit to all that she does; it is essential to who she 
is. The cover painting, "100 Days of Blooming," is a representation of her attempt 
to define the provocative in the ordinary. 
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